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i ANTASY is 311 cut

9]

o oL huma
begorised

! mnot exactly be ca I el

often cmbodies elements of scisnce, phi (ﬁop:;, &
e ReTENlen, and its conmverts vregard it with vary-
ing proporiticns of the corresponding attitudes or

i L

mind. ¥For many, f“ﬂtasy is Indezd & aepa»tnen' of
11+eruturb, T”Qh]j imeginative and therc:

Lying 1o those who can derive little sa isfaction iEne
om reality. For otboru it is the element of 1ﬁgica1

extrapol atlon, the prcuentatLon of the nova, unluum
~an, pnlluSOpth conceptlons or gcientific develop-
ments in fantasy which is the main sttractasnts: sl
there is no doubt that in some - ths emotions which
in earlier days would have been canalised in relig-
ious feeling are n@,stlrred by fantasy. :

The speblal end dlStlDbG quathies of fan-
tasy apnemu only to a limited number cf PGOTIP [eiike
to these few they appeal very strongly, and these
finding themselves cut off in the interest from mo
O thel fellcws, tend to asscciate and or i£7~e
themselves to a much greater cv+cnf}‘%an most LEo
who have common interests. This is a rough gnscyl
tion of the way in which the thlng vinewmeas le cier
Fiction Fandom Has.arigen.

«3
e

But fandgm  is by no means ag sericus & bus
-iness as these lﬁtTOdLCuOPy remaris woeulid Fan
~Gom ig, in fact, imprisoned at present within a via
-ious circle of futility snd irralevan Sors wads T s
the purpose of this article to defips the nature of
thz Imprisonment and to suggest a possible way out,
FOF | Tt -0kl s | i i io pley any part in
the raising of fantasy to the dlgu ity 1t should ult-
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imately acculre ag an individual form of human act -
et the very least a new art~form or phil

B
CLLE TRRCaGE

coacibes of Wells, ““»'z,cm.; ,dr\n, and C.8.Lew-
ge i,a i3 the guestion is, whother fandom
ke serions cond r?oum on te the tran

-

2 S ety b BTN =l
v o Sher ih will alwars he what 1t is now.

1e ig this, Fan's begin . young :
g ing imaginetively or sclen-

thay ero bowled over = Deing

‘ti.:i?:":m,: R M--._m*m. - bv goma story, very likxsly - =
good f‘.“w ani begin to read voracicusly and not very
eritioe J.i:“, They asasociate, first by cor: °ecﬂondenr*eg

ﬁ

nen S form clubs with any number of cfm_cmﬂ.b, &
produce thelr own fairly or very bad magazines. <

‘;z,is stiage the 01 w'ma‘! onuhusla% for faniasy
= mi ,qzn, they come to confuse the end
with the means; and with that, they cease tc be of

»c’ty o be ;
any potentia’l valus to fandom as it should be.

C'
o ety f:,-
TR I s

ir
QONE T igformed iInlc a mere colilizotor
i oty - Like tow

If they survive this danger,; they are fac-
ed with a worse one when they are very slightliy old-
er. They may h@gn‘ to be ashamed of their hobby, and
defensive sihnul its 1u certainly at present reguires
dsfence, This LT:?J’“ takes the form of ag"‘f'—’usive narrov
~mindedness A -1 non~fantasv-literature is bunk') or
s Wore likely, deprenaticn (of gourse T dontt toke

ey - e b A 1 TR SO A P
it seriously - it's a relaxstiont). Pacts aritings
3 AN AN LA 2. 5 SO .
if they contimue thom at all, are eitner single-ira-
o fes Lo e w Al ~T i gl ™
¢k or Slippead, mostly the latter. Boul types i
- L e e o 4 e - o p L 3 _ﬁ =l AT
had, for themgelva 4 feandon; and pacpie ¢f this
,».‘}’ = e T o s o S &7 S -(- Copyer Aoyl
AS8 adCuny L & z Fi30T lix O all fena.bnd
n = > J
t-’m gtiitnde has 3} terior conseqncncsithel
A < : N : i iy
tho gansral standax wegazine fantasy ramains dep
. b o Yy - e s 35 ~ .
m‘?f”w I low. There iz no iInggniive 1o aLt.“ I8 (ol
-~ . PES 3 = T, ot D
publishers to take thalr UOTR SET Tew dos
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GEMINT _ page five
is not very good. Few of them - authors or publish =~
ers - take the trouble to learn much about the scien
~ces or philosophies from which their work derives :
this makes for lazy-mindedness all round. If as fans
grew up they took their fantsay mcre seriously, aut-
hors would have to follow suit.

It is, in fact. time that fans studied the
rhilosophy of fenf:cy rather than its mechanics -the
underlying ideas and relationships rather than ques-
tions of authors and artists, dates and personalit -
ies. (A curisus concomitent of this tendency is that
od criticising a story not at all according to the
development of personal relationships but purely on
the scientific ideas a grave emission). Only then
will their relationships with fentasy become of any
value to themselves or to the world. At present most
of them are no more than on a level, artistically if
not intellectually, with cinema fans, while the real
enthusiasts, the people who read Stapledon as an ad-
venture of ideas and not as homage to a Great Man ,
are often unaware alike of their existence and of
that of a small proportion of first-rate (or almost
so) fantesy megazines because, in oreder to sell,
they have to be presented under a fatuous title and
within a lurid cover.

But we are tracing the development of the
fan.Generally by the time he is truly adult -~ assum-
ing he Is not the arrested-development case that man
-y fans (iike many scientists) appear to be -~ he has
become pretty cynical about his youthful eagerness,
He sells or otherwise disposes of his collection, &
he looks on the new genersation of fans, starting 1it
~tle clubs and editing worthless illegible magazines
and arguirg earnestly about the illustratorship of a

.years-old story in a meritedly-cxtinct magazine or
about the possibily of space-warps or about the mesn
- of attaining Utopia, with a jaundiced CYQew0w Fe
snubs the upstarts., He quits, And ihe young fans are
y excussbly, not sorry to see him go., They want to
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control their club and edit their magazines them -
selvesy TLo have frequent rows gith other young fans,
and generally assume that authority which is denied

to them in other waiks of life.

The older fan is much to blame for this be
~haviour (though it must be admitted that  the war
rmist take its share of the blame foir removing meny
potential genuine enthusiasts). It is up to him to
realise that Tantasy can be aml cometimes is some -~
thing more than a juvenile diversion, that it mey.,in
& scientific =ge such as is dawning, become a great

art-form or philosophy., even perhaps a science or
religions that in fact it will do one or more 071

these things, and that he and his kind, by aband -
oning their cynical apathy, can speed the process .,
This is as worthy an objeci as any othe~ form of hum
-an activity; more so than many. The older fan, in -
stead of contemning his younger and often superfi-
cially repellent congener, should keep his sense of
proportion ard »ut the creature on the path of dev-
elopment instead of letting him futile}y stagnate a-
midset an immense pile of worthless lurid-Facketed
magazines. He should remember that the young fan mu-
st have some quality of imaginativeness or awareness
ever to have embarked; that the magazine he produces
is practice for something better if permcevered with
s DOoth in itself and in the often brutal criticism
it receives from other fans.

Primarily the whole business is a quastion
¢f organisation. As long as the more mature fans con
~-tinue to hold themselves aloof, to drift away as
they grow ups; no organisation will ever attain any
prestige; for each little clique wilil refuse 1o rec-
ognise the authority of other such - and with just -
ification, But until the totality of fans are united
under two or three peocple of the calibre of 3Staple-
don no pronouncerent they make will have the least
effect. Such an srganisation could run one really
good professional magazine, containing a good prop -
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ortion o ertiecles and reszarch items as well a3
fiction - & magezine at least on an intellectual par
with the literary weeklies,; and which would with

great advantage rcplace the whole batch of dissce ~=
iated, ili~informed; bedly produced erhencrae. In -
stantly it would apvmeal Lo a whole new rnhlic .a
rublic whese ezistence is hardly suspected {(certain-
2ot by itsélif). most of whose members would neither
attain nor desire the volukle activi®ty of present --
day fandom - a public on an intellectusl par with ,
say, the classical music-loving public,

This could be achieved if a group of older
fans were to cooperate serinusly and form an organ -
igation with sufficiently high aims to interest the
real masters of the domain - whose authority, & only
whese authority, would be sufficient to attract, and
influence towards a broader intelligent attitude,the
younger. element whose cnthusiem is now largely mis -
directed - this very misdirection being the cause
of the false disillusionment which later strikes th-
em. Once the thing were under way its originators
might have to be prepared to £ill a subsidiary , or
exeeutive role ~ for there would quickliy be atitract-
ed any number of first-rate writers end philosophers

whose fantasy tendencies are at present not cane-
alised but whose work would probably be usually bet-
ter than that of the pioneers. They would have to
accept this without rencour, and without resigning,

; It is ueselcess to think of building any
such structure on the basis of any existing orzanis-
ation, any British Fantasy Society or Cosmos Club .
Such are altogether too parochial, too juvenile, the
~ir aims already frozen at too low a level, their
authority abundartly open 4o question aeven amongst
other fans. Anything resembling theiz magozines, ‘one
a2 kind of pen-club orgen containing naive political
discussion and 'revigws' which are no more than plot
abstracts, and the sther a fiction-heap 27 Little m-
ore than school-magazine standard, weul? be quite ex
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cepionally unlikely to command widespread professi-
ona’. respect. The corresponding United States pub -
Zicavions; mostly better prcduced, are generally mo-

re,Ilippant, adolescent and concentrated >n person -
el

Until fans adinit to themselves that fant -
¥y is worth serious attention in cuite another sen-~
than that of mere colliecting, irdexing, personal-
ing - until they acquire more than the superficisl
f its associatzd sciences and are prepared
tosgive real thought to it, to master its philosophy
- they will achleve nathing worth achieving, and be
ignored by. the real students of fantasy who are not
fane at all. They must admit that there are aime wor
th attempting; they must define them; then they can
nope to achieve them. Then, with the impetus of the-
ir reel enthusiasm, fantasy will come int> its own.
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John Aiken:

e AL IC N g
THRILLING-WONDERLAND

part the fust ~-
'Q\ND now'; said Alice, 'foilow me',
;

A ‘babble of voiges broke osut among the asw
sorted delegates as they trooiped alcong behind their
guide, and Michael, attaching himself to Alice, beg-
an to thank her for arranging the tour.

_ 'Oh, that's allright', she said, 'I get ho
~rribly lonely here sometimes, although there is a
lot of work to do now. The GQueen of Hearts wants a



GEMINT pag~ nime
Constitution, and you ought to be able o  help a
lot. I really don't know much about such matters .
And she wants cinemse. and a guillotine - she cays
its so hard to find a relisble erecutioner these
days. The last one was actually using scigssore! and!

Michael shuddered. 'Tt was very mnice  of
the Queen .to i¥ite us though', he said hastily.

"Oh, she was very pieased with the first
one of you that came down a short time ago, because
he made the Cheshire Cat dicappear. He kept saying

'Cthulu,; Ran Tagoth,; Dostevsky and beer,

In the name of these four you must now disap-

pear'.

And it did. And when he told her all about !'fandom'
; end that all fans had an Intelligence Quotient
of at least I50, and knew all about the future,; she
must see you all. She'll be annoyed when she finds
only twelve of you.,!

'Oh, there's another one coming - he went
back at the entrance to the burrow because he'd for-
gotten his typer and camera. He's the cne who found
the burrow you know, after transalating 'Jabberwocka
But the others couldn't make it.'

Just then a shrill wail was heard, and a
terrific commotion issued from the fans behind:

"Bt T wnly ook Vs isithe

'Tt's Smith! He's shrinking!!

'Put him in your pocket!!

'Find that cake', screazmed the victim.

The cry was taken up on all sides, and the
fans scrambled madly over each other in a mad search
for the cake, while Alice watched in astanlshment, i
Michael” s;ghed gently. And soon a hoarse 'Rurekal
was heard in the stentorian tones of Johhny Millard.

But alas. When the time- came to administcer
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the cake the fens THund there was no Simith. Te'd
meen steadily shrinking througho 't the search, and
was nov’ so small that none of fans coulo now see him
A sad silence followed thie {discovery, &ll those
vho had written in hersh tones to the deoarted furt-
ively wined their eves.
2ut it must he pnlaced
on reecHrdy, to the eter-
nady, digeredit, of .Fendom tty D B
, that the 3right Light A PrerY ent £y D

i Yope chone tg:oug; el
gome of the tears  and

come Ci¢ not we=»d at . ity thert
al’ o gavo IR o
cl -:-olo(a E '_b‘
gt Vo
"Then, Gusz - had
en idea.t’je could escat-
ter the czke on the fl-
001, en¢ he'd be sure
to £ind a piece,; end he
18, . grow!’

s RPN coll
A VO

The fans gazed with awe znd deliziht on Gua
Uell) goie ¢id. And goon the ccko was lying on the
floor, the assembled group temsel: awaiting the res -
ult, and suddeni: they saw a little moving, growing ,
sneck.

7ith bheted brezth they watched him growr -
an dneh, eixyinches  &°FfroL, And g ashrill wrataful
scueak was heard, whicn resolved itseltl into a Liery
monoloéue, delivered with what in other circumstances
might Lave been regarded as admirable imrartiality...
spayol. fooll.sl Sian halif-beked nesotted.,.' he choked,'I-
I'11l resign from the 7FS!!

Michael blanched. '¥o no, not that!', he
cried.

Unheeding Smith continued. '"ov viould Ton
like to heave whacking great lumns of rock-calks thrown

-
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at you', he raved,'and be trampnled oh by size ten's
whose ovmers must scramble about the grouné¢ as iI
they were nearer two then twenty. Pah!' And snort:
ing, he strode off .

The fene desheld zfter him, and by a mix -
ture »f flatter:r ardarguient Hersuaded him to rem -
ein with them, iichael clinching the matter bv poin
~-ting out thet tqe OFS would collapse without — its
secretery, a view which causeC visible expansion of
the Chest of Smith 4 anc following which he stirode
to ~here Alice was stancing in soite bewilderment, &
loftily beckoned the procession to proceed.

Ané thus it was they mst the caterpillar.
Alicz, after som= explanution, introduced the fans
one by one, a procedure vhich they found véry embar
-rassing - for howr does the social code ap ly to a
caterpillar® ifor did the caterpillar's evident cur-
iosity aelp metlers.

Jith & nervous cou'h Yrenk rarker opznec
the conversation, 'I sav, con t you f£inc¢ that hook-
i ratier inconvenient”!

The-catérpillar reiged itself snother .0
end looked down on the speaker, 'Not et all', L,
spolke loftily.
‘Taven't yvou tried a 2ipe', broke in on
- olnes interectedlr,

& 1
'em.! Burke anc *arker and ?olme: brietle
to have cigars, until the ‘uween tared them, and now
we heve 12 uce these things' ond he “iegustedly wa-
vedy his honkah in froht. of the fans.

*Alh, ¢éu Maurisr', sniffed th:s-ceterpillar
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-*‘“'JrecLatevlv 'Got & Light?', it cuveried hopefully.
Tae feng auUOJQtically felt in their reszectlive Doc-
kets, an’ after-a:minutes fumbling a norrible truth
davmed - this megnificaently =zcuipnad exnedivion had
ventured [Torth without metches!
' . Lene
(this magnificue serial to be continued - we hone by
DRSmith next time - and then perhapns Johnny Burke? -
enc eny othersi:’ I plan six parts - vhieh couléd be
followeC up bv a 'Looking-glass' theme..RL)

E DITORIAL

)

L)Y the time you reach this vert of 'Gemini' wou'll
probebly have resc the rest! Put if through some
strange alchemy vour é;ye light: on this besutiful n-
rose first, why, read on!

I think this is the best 'G' wet. Tes cals
notaible chiefly for t..e improved formet &nd Trucs O-
affron's cover, but also the long-promise’ controver

-sial column has cristellised out, end I can at lacst
boast 2 columnist - hope vou like him! The Round
Robin comnenced herein hes possibilities - go to it,
fellows! 2f anyone wants to tackle a part, €ron me a
llne, pliz. There are some thanks to be distributed-
to Don. Toustonr for the gift of paper and stencils,to
George Tllis for the card covers, and to 32ruce fior
his superb work on the cover,

To &ll who eomment on this iscue - would
you 3zlease rate each item sut »f ten' I'd llke to
gel some concrete reactione this omece! And woun'll
ote a rather unusual nethol of stapling - if the tn—
ing falls to nieces, vell out please. One point =tha
Price of "'G'-ic now 51z3ence, cdue to coets of cover
and envelones, anfé zls> to the fact that there will
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be a full —age Dhoto next tiie. Jther noints ebout
the next iscuve are:.I'1ll be tryving couble columns; &
aled a cover Cesirm - 1f T can think one up. Therdil
be grsen »eper tod - this latter haprens to be 2 det
ifea of ours. ‘aterial - 3esibly & further article
on IG's, en accoHrunt > the Vew 7ear TZon, articl:z and
poem by Tillman, end sundriss. Put we badly want in-
terior artwork snd good fictinn - end of course any-
thing else ic relcome. There'll be the columns as in

this issue, >f course.

Some words ebout the »nolicy of 'Gf, It se-
zne o De turning int 1 sort of meg, ‘mich
isn't erxactly whet I intended.- at first. But  this
issue is heading according to 1y preeant wiches --the
soft pedal on Sf, but nat' on fandomy discussisns . oFf
varying neture - humour - poetry; and I'U like some-
thing that is -orthir-of the neme of literature... up

C. Eenicira

+ O

to now I hawven!t'gotiiitl T.Gor wiant’ siosietions for
the improvement of the mag. Clmon! fQ /////

— IN AN ’“LD _LIBRARY —

Ten thousand tomes with rendant discs »f jade,
Zowls of 21& Zhang with bronze of Chin displayved,
and sudlenl s the small

Tin%kle of girdle gems floats through the hall,

Ag though the wind custodien sings --

'T guard the fragrance of a thousand springs,
Draw near! Drar near!

Ten thousand recterdare are gathered here.'

Ch'ing dvnesty Yuan liel.

Sermon_de delivered In Leeds -'_ooperation i1s essenticl

but T Reve clways found 1t difficult.to get ‘women in-
1o comibinadlonf,
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o

"F:’VER gseen o bhear stand s its head?’

| S

B aEmitnbec I Aaen, k..

1Damedst thing. 3aw it henven myself up
in the northern forests. Jas having a llttle rest.
Tunting, fishing, shooting.

iLousy mlaces those forests. Trees. 1Millis
-one f them. Go_ for God knows how far. nll the sam
~e; N vdrlatlons. Tasy as hell to get lost if you'-
re new,

"tGoing up river for the day' you s&y. You
stick by the rivers when there are any because they
help vou kesp direction. Then vou see a nice 1little
buck to one side. After it wou' go, ané next thing
you know - no river!

i5et out in cdirection you helieve vou ceme
Before long you're wvalking in circles. T.entually
die »>f something or other. Not nice. Sometimes have
mountains as backgrounc, forest in fore, end snow
cecorations. Then nicturescue; but still n»ot nice.

"Jas ome of the new myself at one time,
Wanted something to take back with me as a  trophy.
Laughed like nell at warnings of the oléd timers. "fas
1lost before first day was out.

iwgllowed the usual plan and trusted to
sense of direction. After three da s new it was no
good.

"Shot at every 11v1nO thing I might be ab-
le to eat, but seldom nit. Soon ran out of  ammuni -

> T 3oaY
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tion. So scrapped gun. Cold, tired, hungry. Quenched
thirst by sucking snow and ice.

"Kept marching. Nothing else to do. Had
more or less lost hope. Suddenly entered into clear-
ing that ran down to banks of river. Saved. Then aaw
bear.

"Jas big and meaty. Tood; bear steaks. Tut
couldn't do a thing sbout it. No means of killing it
Decided to leave it elone and approach river further
along. Then noticed its actions.

"Tead was well down in snow. Mixed up with
front paws. Back half was pran

-cing around. Wondered if 15 el T e I
Was [ach little lamb
iMook some time to re- P s
. 8| oty L And everything -
alise what it was doing. 'lhen that Jellsv note
did wondered again. Bears don' The larh was sure
t usually stand wrong way up. to sav.
Not natural. Joulc like to (Any relation  be-
have aked what purpose was tween this and the
only daren't. Mad bears worse rest af the maga-
than ordinary. zine is purelyacci-
dental).
"Funny how you get the craziest ideas at
such times. RBmember wondering whether ‘the thing

thought it was Juliue Caesar. Frobably because once
knew guy who claimed he was JC. In nuthouse now. As-
sociation of ideas.

",ived in the same area as me for a while .
“Jore table cloth and a coffin wreath. Then tried <o
stab mayore Said he was Brutus. So they took him =«
way .

"Bear went on for long time. Up, down. Up;
down. But never got legs more than six inches off

ground. Top heavy, Or rather bottom heavy g you
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prefer it that way.

suddenly founf myself beginning to freeze
solid, Tnaction. Beer remained unaff-cted. Advantage
of natural fur coat and movement. Up, down; up, down

"Mecided would havse to move if ever wished
to move again. 3o had to leave Dhear still going up ,
dovm; up, down, Sorry as hell. Jas back in towm in
Lenridiours:.

Tould like to have seen whet happened’ in
end., Did bear getiself ul, or go home. Cr is it stil™
-1 playing up, dovm right now:

"Don't know. Never will know =ither for . -
can't find exact eituation. And if could doubt Shat
wvould risk journey.

T8ut often think of it. Jonder whet its
idea was. And what it would have done if it had got
its legs up to stay.

"™Wo. Guess I never savw & hear stand on its
head.?

being an allegory by Don Houston
]

-THE POLEMICAL . FAN -

(comprising the more serijus excer-ts from letters -)
Julien Farr: The 'Feminine Form' is a long overdue at
—tempt at rational, detached consideration of the va-
Iue of miudes; it wins many marks merely fofr the attem
-pt. Towever, as an argument it is weak, & though not
so obviously, stupid, Teke, for instance, the gtete -
ment that there are but three reasons for frowning on

et L



a

dissooizted edtis
1IOJLSCU.tf 3P
e life removed If7ﬂ
nucity as & side-trac..—
o1 fe: seo foulness.(z)
ituce of early religio-
“ogmatic preaching o
1n ©o explain the poin
an “Ltlbuf O B e
tiae rat’onal capsab-
'ﬂmotloﬂa¢1sn
-~ aniael in
~ious nnumh), ne-

&
o

|

apgtity -~ (&)

o2 orgiactil
tivals (b)) <
s world oHul
influence &

fa
J
A

1, p_)
Q‘ Gwomm

7‘) [
H m

5
iy

b
I

ire
€ eed D
e emphe
a nlv r

’,:)

-

SJ o lJ

i (C) &
& (b)) help to explain tn,
ue nen towards 1dity, druly
the “ﬂcqo» ever since ey
-t (c)a Rut I cen cuite vi
person who values ehove 11 =
1litice of man,; & vhoy regsrée S
as beaing unisrtuncts snimel ne
that we chore them with most gr g
cesgelties in that ther hel: ths survival of the race
¢ commmnity {as reason original - Gevolowe( Heo) and
unfortuncte in thet thev sometimes interfere with
e retionel processaes df the mind, & cl\re‘rf" Consum=
ental (57 ~motioncl) 1erglec 'nlcn could, in cer -

in neonle, ba utiiiss? farr 'hetier! nuUrnosas. Taer
~efors tia above tr2e of mereom WOUWi Wilien Lo ‘ayodd
ey sunerfluous StanLEbl)l o the direct sexueal jor
even emotional) imnulss, I thi' ig so, then 1t onls
romeing o show that nucity doess stimulate the dire-
ct sexual impulsa; and it dres noty as vour cnonvm -
ous contributar sugcests, merely arouse ' 'infentile
vearnings'...

e
‘t

At

o ¢t - f.llO O D

Q

[

h)‘
o

(DV
n

n

l_l .
.
+

LA
m
5
|-.1. (’1.

wd @D o N

wL
G (D

1
=

1The real chezm »% th: nude ig thet it wor
-trays f£or everyone an exprsssion of their ovm idezl
-y vda"nlngsy & CREIlNEB.....00 2ther Gub"\ct con
intrigus man ss much as cen maz ’s cvunte“‘azt Is

not tnlq last sentence an utm1s: >n that the Sﬁxual
asgect of. mudity is dominating

T2 then suggests that the velus of the nu-
G2 dg its 'beauty'.- the fact that it evokss feel -
inge of besuty!., This ie v3551bly true, & 1f beautr
caPk D (dellnae DL fox ne, tones, &
cq13"“ - it gh a: ok 28 muach ‘Y-
edlinges I boout ¢ U“Slc ~do"m as
jiﬁis ~fogaible to : 258U R Trom
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a nude held in the normel way ('nude! here is taken
to meen the picture of a nude!)/and if vou hold ‘a
landscepe upside-down%/ It is n>t my opinisn that
such an appreciation of nudes is common. This opinio
-n is based solely upon my own observetion - perhaps
I am wrong.

A third suggestion as t> the attraction of
the nude (while stlll not admitting a sexual basis )
is that it 'is not dezires that are aroused but in -
fantile yeax nlngs...the nrocreative aspects naycount
for nothlng in all this"...It seems to me that mot-
her-love is usuggested here: thig is born out oy
l:ter reference to 'forms that express ideclised mat
-ernal cualities'. Mowr I afmit that this reasction is
not a 'direct sexual' ons: hut I &> think <that Sk
is a perversion of ths se:rua’l ispulse that is to Dhe
deplored. However, I think I have pointed out that
an aporeciatism of nudity by the majority »F observ-
ore &t the present time 58 semual restriction is
dominantly sexual; stimulation of the sexual imvulse
can be reasonably avoided for the sake >f intellec -
tual energies; tlher:z caen be reasonable objection o
the unregulated and inc:mplete satisfactison »f the se
sexnal impulse afforded by nudes. /hether th se pers-
ong cen reasonably evpect rectrictions on the public
ation of nudes ancd cen reasonably sey thet the ganer—
al appreciation of nudes is bad, are part of two Lrr-
ger questiona..... The article for ite wonllinesc -4,

Dave licTlwain: To my mind the fenﬂnle form ies beaut -
iful by virtue of the fact thht it 1s both feminine
ancd homo sanlens, anéd I, as onlooker, am both rascui-
ine and homo sapiens., I cdon't derive a Oreot declegy ot
aesthetic Dleasure from the c ntemplation »>f a shehoe
Jr a female spider, both of which are indisputebly
feminine forms. /just pure cussedness/

DR Smith: The 'Feminine Form' is well-written end wel

-1 argued, but it appears to suffer from the suthor

being a subscriber to the Christisn and Victorian f£f-
)
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eling that 'sex' is something evil, wicked, naughty
, that nice people will have nothing to> do with., He
therefore tries to argue nudes out of all co nnectio
-n -vith the sexuval impulse. You would not try to ar-
gue any aesthetic apneal into the smell of friingbea-
con; you like it because it reminds you of the taste
of beeon; and appetitid and eating are not considered
disgraceful bHut good parts of the physical life. And
thus with sex. There is no reagon to sublimate  the
sexuel impulse which is the fundemental rcaction to
the nude as if it were gomething t» be acghamed Sf.At
the seme time, since we are more than animal, it can
be admitted we appreciate the beauty of form and pos
-ture as well...

an editorial note - the IZarticle inferred in the ed
~itorial vill have to be left till next time-n» room

Things and such =--

Strefford Wayside Pulnit: 'Let none +think
Love's Labour lost because the fruit does not appear
immecdiately’.

'"Twas just the other evening
In a fortune telling place,
r. pretty ginsy read my mind.
And nromptly slapned my face.

Monngranoh on educdtion ~ "..There are also
Univercities in which it is estimated ome person in
one thousand, one hundred and fifty Is ecduecated’.

She was. a gorgeous creature
Fe was a doting male.
e admired her figure in Tnglish
ind wanted to prove it in Rraille.
poemg via IMUZ -
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editor i

1y that he had long been seeking a colummist 1o

is ee. A crlumnist who should be some

-thing more than a revievrsr end something less than

friend 'Swine', A writer wh. can and will discuss

more taan.science~fiction, anc .7 - comment freely. I

¢eim Tlattered that he considewile t2 £ill the bill -~
anc so, meet Lemot.

Both the editor and I egree on the desir -
ebility of anonvmity,; for vour scribe does not wish
to be involved in mutual recriminatinng Decause ot
his freecly exorescsed opinioms. e hwoires you : Adat]
bzer him with tolerance, end while he ¢&oes not int -
end to spesk rachly, it must be confessed his views
Eemas e VeI Ol ey, ANC 4T sl (@0 npt Adikechim, you
heve but to dros a line to the revered editor, when
this scribe will lené an ear to your words. Indeed,
all communications which are intended for this one
must pass through the editor's hance, for we -~cannot
indulge in merconal correspondence.

S50 tn work. Among the many activities ol
the fans of this country is to be numbered the nrod-
uction of an anthology »f poetry by Messrs. Molmes (-
~ I think-Williams., And whilc we hasten to annleu’
the industry of those concerned, we are alarned they
intenc to charge »nossibly 2/- for the scame. / this
is very indefinita - ed/. It must be confessed  the
writer balks at paying that price for a selection of
poems of very ¢subtful value:; esnecially as so many
anthologies havs been mrocduced in the past, and are
being produced novy. Thic passion for reprinted stuff
is nhshared by the editor too - witneses his publicat-
ions outside of 'G' /viper!/. ‘hether the price be
2/- or otherwise, I venture to predict the scheme &
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financial flop, which those concerned will hlame
fandom for. Unjustlyv. A better scheme for thdse wish
-ing to loose their literary qualities on fendom is
surely that followe® by the editor of Gemiri' /sorry
for that 'viper', old boy!/ in his maegazine 'Parnas-
sus! - namely the irregular production of & magazine
in a very limited edition for those interested. Then
the work is appreciated, end the loss is smail ~well
, illustrious editorti? /Yes - 3/- - and the mag is
sent gratis/.

This recorder also wishes to put on paper
his opinion of sundry other publishers - Benson Her-
b-rt for example. Thile hearing that the gentleman
himself is very likeable he does mnot think a very g-
reat deal of his publicatinns. Probabaliixy the direct
-or of Utopian Publications is cynically aware of
the nature »f his products, which it must be conced-
ed do little to enhance the standards - such as they
ere - of science-fiction,

Another Hublisher to fall before the epis-
tler's sword is Victor Gollancz. How often has  the
vriter been pained at the near-cdaily appearance of
those horrible yellow backe by 'Cattus' 'Gracius' &
their ilk. The work of this Roman gentry - an¢ their
Tnglich brethren - hae nothing to recommenc it bey -
ond doubtful wropagancist value, while the monoton -
ous exposes of the Left Book Club must surely . appe-
2l to a rather stultified community. Doubtless  the
meny professed 'arxists' in and out >f Tandom like
them.

And to those fen who dote on Jells ¢ Marx
I would advise & careful reading of 'World of "Jill -
iem Clissold', After & while you might wealise that
one of your herns does not like the other. One won -
ders by what strange alchemy you reconcile their -an
- teachings. But if you happen to be a CP member, I
cease to wonder. The chief virtue »f Wells is his
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2ower as & propagancist; although hic Fabian socisl-
ism (boocrrgouis! saith the llarxixt) is as acceptab-
le as Marx ' econonic. foolery. I might here remark
on the untalanced nature of those who pecfess to  Dbe
'revolutionised' by one of Jells'! prolific nelitical
serize after azparently rsading the rest - or  most
Of 'em, Vet such are perhaps better than those Hintel
~leciuals who fly high above the s>rdid nass »f hum-
enity and disdainfully Point the Way, eventuelly zer
~tling on a Fence anc carping to their muturl satis-
faction while carefully Holding their Mrzes.

i

ik,

-

As myr pen reaches this stage my thoughts
are side-tracked by a note from the editor (tipe --
written thank God) /whyyou!/ mentioning that he and
Frank Parker -have just been to gee 'Bambil. Neglect-
ing the guestion of what the hell FP is deing in, 1/c
s I'mitrying to recollect what I remember of 'Bambif
I .liked. &t 2 doti more then Disney's other stuff, ev-
en the famous 'Rite of S,ring' piwece. Thic is perh-
eps because it contained a redl plort, unlike !'Snow-
white' and anything e3de I can think >f offhand. I
d, thins this greatly enhasnced it, and I also +think
this film contained some of Disney's most effe-tive
animagion. I've heard it said that the more natursal
scenic ef.ects might welli be cone by straight hoto-
graphy - God forbid. I insist none of Disney's work

looks natural - it has a faintly unreal appearance I
delight in, and@ which is the chief Feature oF the
delicate animation wvhich characterises the work of
the Disney studioss. I remember the 'prince of the

forest'! - Disney instilled into his magnificent deor
a majesty and cdignity I do not think even the nost
adventitioue natural film could compare with. Thethe:
Dieney's creations be deer or mouse always thevy are
eppealing. e can make you roar at Dopev or smile &+
the quaintness of his forest creatures. ou might
be thrilled by the power he put into the fight scene
in 'Bembi' moved by the pathos he can suggest Witgh
such genius. Disney is not a technician - he is an
artist of the highest calibre. 4 genius.
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I am reminded by all this chatter on films
of a most interesting picture - 'Lady in the Dark',.
“Thile I have no intention of usuroing Mr., Holmes fu-
nctions as reviswer, I excuse mysclf here by claimin
-g the film is unusual. Many of you1 might know  the
plot, and indeed may have seen it - if you haven't,
do so. Briefly the piwvture concerns a woman , Liza
“lliot, who has risen to be editor of a fashionsble
nega..ine, but is troubled by headaches and nightmar-
ec. These nightinares - or more correctly, rather str
-ange dreams, are depicted in the film, ené are ans-
lysed by a psychologist whor 1liss elliot (Ginger R~
ogers) consulte, and from them he is able to penet -
rate his clientd psychosis, And vhile it is of cour-
S€ necessary that the 'dreams' should have entertain
-ment value, their interpretation :seems logical en~=-
oughj as it skhould be corsidering the thing is ar -
renged in advance! It is a most interesting f£ilm be-
ceuse-of its psychological content if nothing else .

VT

£though there is much to appeal.

“pace grows short - a »ity. I had intend-:ad
soume choice comments on the BFS, but they must wait.
I'd like to point out this column is entirely spont~
eneous - I had very littls idea of what the Finished
product vas to e when T started. I fesl a column of

ale nature should be snontanesusm even if it thero-
bye lacks a literery polish. As it does!
Lemot,

And now, a problem, The most reason:ble znsvwers rec-
eived within one month get a Ffree 'Genini!!

Thz “mperor of China wanted a Governor o r the impor
-tant province of Canton. Fe had by rigirous examin-
ation narrowed dovm the candidates to threes men 6T
arparently ecual quaelitifies, and to select the best
suited he devised the following tast: He showed the
candidates Tive disce, two green, twa3blue, and toléd
then he was going +> put one on each of their heads,
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fhis he did, teking care nonec could sees the coloug
of fisc slzced on thein swi.iteal. Then'he took - aXl

into a oM telling them not {o communicats A
in any way. The first sne to tell him the colour »of
all three disce vHuld be Qoverror. After ab ?Ut Len
minutes one came out and tole hiv 211 the dises were
blue. "e was right. oy did he knoir?

. .

e min i i11tdter
g

Jillie Jatson: Received your cories of 'G' and oromp-
tlJ went wild, I thought the bovs anc blflS in “ngla-
né had just about given u> thea fh) ¢ as far as amat -

eur publishing oaes.,.,aver Tor second ish cuite
Qellghtful. If I ¢idn't know a great deal better T! €
say 1t wae by murner...mut@rlal as & hole goad ennu-
ghy tho come interisr pice weudd né a greet innovat-
ion. 2r am I heins absurd? /ell, Harrv, Rruce.irthur

y Ron?v%/,, . .ihhh, the fourth ish and that cover! De -
lightful, toi'sa- the lezst., Vate erial better, tos.....
s ?

Dol iR e ' cwrac (Gt le impresced by the cover
this tIme -- it “nes not 1llustrate anything in »ar
~ticular and is not efLPCbIV' ag a nure cdesign. In-
sice the heading moem by MJZL seems most feecble, but
the evtract f“on 'U"namWVs of a Parti-cle' redecnecd

it... I enjoyed the account of the meeting at '.val

=on = tThot Lt d&nty £117 e with 2 desire t» Jd0ian_ daEl
'Science~fiction & Res 1ity' bears the hall-mraric o7 an
entnidsiasm es- et unsourad by Loo men: yeers of hecl-
ery, but threre is some wuth in it, ST does stimulete
an intereet in science & expand ones visions there -
bye, &y 111 you take it that wayr, encourages mu o
thini ebout thinge,; which is & very veluables feature.
'rU“prlSF Incident’ is sufficientl” w21l written for
a fan - hetter than many /ul-huh/ -~ but it has no 50—
int... 2 report of # minor inecident in sone Tuture

var »f which we ars tole practicallyr nathing, is
without interest, end zparticulariv so  at the pres

—ent time.. /O, OX,-pax!/ 'Ths Ghastly ‘Tood: gond of
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fiction, The individuaL who ean'y ':zscape' into 1¢u5:
ination, cxercise, discussion, music, hobbiss or what-
ever gives him his vacations from dead normality must
be dull indeed. /Pliz7 what' is normality?/ . hadenigtc
who diccains SI™ as escapist may find his owa escape in
i 1 S

5k
ising., For everything anyone C“]“”“ is
from the monotiny or the discomfort 7 thkng
~gent but disliked. /And yet, the monotiny e
~Joyalble - one can become conditiomzd to a p
eny departure from a routine would laave th
vzl at a loss - the moral of !'Brave Hew World ,
epplied to this century/c '"The Feminine Form' -~ a1l ri

~ght as philosophy. Practically, as epolied to fanbasy

and especially fandom,. its continual depiction is mon-
otony. /Due to the poor quality usual. Certes VOlMaiden
-8 would bore amnyone./...The insert 'thalyﬂ is +the
high point of the icsue. /Agreed/...Now For the heavy
ol uatlng pics, fictisn, art, verse, and orticled in
order of preference... Do I ppefer blue to ice cream ,
or eallisthenics, or silitude to all »f them? And ston
-e masonry? {(Definetly ice cream)...

Armn Gardiners "...The cover, is an improvement., Need I
say mores /1eed I answer/... ACCU““C], Birper e o,
8 an essebtial quality. /need I answer?/. Apparently,
£ the quotation on top »f page 2 is meant to be auth—
entic, you lack this virtue...:.I 2ls0 have & pleal to
make as I bow in humble gupplication befire vour edit-
orial waste paper basket /& Tire- worsp¢oﬂe“ - why, ANN
:/.You have a contents sectisn neatly laid »ut in ord-
er ou the pages. But. whyp pray., no authors, artists or
other contridbutasrs llatcd.....unyway, why? /Simple, me
~in Anm - prevents your feeble minds from being biased
by the great names which appear in these peges. But T
bet yﬁu’ns turn to the end of the contributims belsre
reading ‘W/. 'Dowvn Avalon Way' - was - but I will epa
~re yaur b blushes, and rate it top. /I like yoo t“DB/
The  Feminine Form' sesmed to VQLGP“ from one Coubject

@ e 1t

m

Quh’ect L> enother. /You intrigue mef The original id- s
eg has prasibilitiesy but it uppomrei to digress in p-

1uCOS t2> the much broader paths oaf sex and the nude
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UTHE SNARE e
L BEAUTY ——

When oft upon some lone and cloud-wrapt hill
T see thz dawn-skies' pale and roseate fires,
And hear the trickling murmurs of a rill
Like threnodies of far celestial lyres,

T catch a glimpse of Beauty's golden snare
Set secretly for humans who are wise,

To draw enraptured t> her hidden lair
The Faithful few who consiitute her prize.

Down phantom paths and subtle, secret ways
She beckons 211 who have a mind to read
In crystal streams the music of her lays,

In moon-drenched nights the tenets of Ter creed.
The starry heavens are vistas o>f her reaim;
Low murm'ring wo>ds the voices of her bands

And still in dreams hex sweet allure o'erwhelms,

From out the misty depths of faery lands.

Pale, fragile Beauty! Mayyour gentle snare
.Entice me quite away from woridly care;
May swiftly bear me to your shy domein
And let my famished spirit there remain.
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